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DAY 01 
COMODORO RIVADAVIA / SARMIENTO / LOS 
ANTIGUOS (477 km / 296 miles)
Early arrival in Comodoro Rivadavia airport. 
Reception and departure to Los Antiguos. 
Short visit to Chenque Hill, to reach a 
panoramic view of the city, founded in 1901, 
whose mai n activity is the petroleum 
exploitation. We will continue to Colonia 
Sarmiento, founded by Welsh people and 
considered the southernmost artificially 
irrigated area in the country, located in a valley 
surrounded by mountains and in a watershed 
partially ocuppied by Musters and Colhue 
Huapi lakes. You will stop at José Ormachea 
Petrified Wood, product of a natural 
phenomenon that ocurred 60 million years 
ago due to a volcanic eruption that covered 
these conifer woods in ashes, turning in time, 
the wood into rock. Box lunch. Driving along 
the Patagonian steppe to Los Antiguos village, 
located on the southern margin of Buenos 
Aires Lake. This area has the perfect 
microclimate to develop fine fruit 
production, such as cherries, strawberries 
and raspberries. Accommodation at Antigua 
Patagonia Inn or La Serena Inn. Dinner.

DAY 02  LOS ANTIGUOS / PERITO MORENO / 
LAGO POSADAS (311 km / 193 miles)
Breakfast. Departure towards Bajo Caracoles, 
to continue to Pinturas River Gorge, formed by 
huge rocks. The upper course of the Pinturas 
river, runs between these upright rock walls; 
following a path almost 90 metres over the 
sea level we enter the ´Cueva de las Manos 
Pintadas´ (Painted Hands Cave),  24 metres 
long, 15 metres wide and 10 metres high. 
These rupestrian paintings date back to 9,300 
years ago, and which was declared World 
Heritage site by UNESCO.
The paintings are important due to the great 
variety of motives, in red, ocher, yellow, green, 
white and black, and realistic drawings 
accompanied with schematic representations 
of human figures in movement. Box lunch. 
After lunch we will continue to Posadas and 
Pueyrredón lakes to stay at La Posada del 
Posadas, on the southern margin of 
Pueyrredón lake (185 m / 606 feet above sea 
level). Dinner at the estancia.

DAY 03
LAGO POSADAS
Breakfast. Full DAY 0excursion. Early departure 
from the estancia to Oro River, all along the 
northern margin. We will start the trekking 
along the Oro River gorge walking along the 
valley covered with lenga and ñire trees. During 
the trek admire the incredible view of Mount 
San Lorenzo, the highest in Patagonia (3,706 m 
/ 12,158 ft above sea level) and the glaciers. 
(Those who do not want to or feel they cannot 
do the excursion by foot can do it on horseback). 
Return to the estancia. Box lunch and Dinner.

DAY 04
LAGOS DEL FURIOSO / EL CHALTÉN (564 km / 
350 miles)
Breakfast. Departure along the dusty gravel 
roads of the Patagonian steppe. Stop at 
Estancia La Angostura for a little rest and 
lunch in Estancia La Siberia while on route. 
Afterwards we will continue to El Chaltén, 
(name given by the local natives to its highest 
mountain, which means 'the mountain that 
smokes'), located in the northern end of Los 
Glaciares National Park. The mount called 'El 
Chaltén' was later on names Mt. Fitz Roy by 
the white men that explored the area at the 
beginning of the XIX century. A place to enjoy 
the breathtaking landscapes dominated by Mt. 
Fitz Roy and Mt. Torre, among others such as 
the Poincenot and Egger peaks and the 
Viedma Lake. The town developed almost 
exclusively as a base camp site for worldwide 
climbers, attracted by the challenging 
ascentions of Mt. Torre and Mt. Fitz Roy with 
impressive granite vertical walls, which giving 
ice and rock climbing lovers, along with a high 
difficulty level, a unique opportunity to show 
their skills. Dinner and accommodation at El 
Pilar Inn.

DAY 05 EL CHALTÉN 
Breakfast. Trek to Laguna de los Tres. This is a 
spectacular hike to the base of the mythical 
Mt. Fitz Roy. Start at El Pilar inn up to Blanco 
River, which will be bordered up to a woody 
area. Climb slowly, enjoying the different views 
of the Fitz Roy chain. Approximately one hour 
and a half away from the estancia, you will 
reach a fabulous panoramic view of the 
Piedras Blancas Glacier and Mt. Fitz Roy, with 

the impressive Pilar Cassarotto, named after 
the Italian climber that first climbed it. After 
another hour and a half trekking along the 
Blanco River you will arrive at Poincenot camp, 
located in the middle of a lenga and ñire 
wood. Then continue for another hour up to 
Laguna de Los Tres where you will have a 
wonderful panoramic view of Viedma Lake, the 
Fitz Roy chain and the endless Patagonian 
steppe. If you continue southwards you will 
find a balcony more than 150 metres high, 
from where you will be able to appreciate 
Laguna Sucia (Dirty Lagoon), named this way 
because of the icebergs floating in the lagoon 
(those who don't feel in shape or don't want 
to take this excursion by foot will have the 
option of ascending to Laguna de Los Tres on 
horseback from the inn - optional).

DAY 06 
EL CHALTÉN / EL CALAFATE (217 km / 134 
miles)
Breakfast. Half DAY 0trekking to Chorrillo del 
Salto. Leaving the inn by car or minivan for a 5 
km (3 miles) drive before starting your trek 
through lenga and ñire trees wood. After one 
hour and a half you will reach this beautiful 
spot where Chorrillo del Salto cascade, a 
natural 15 m high (49 feet) waterfall; can be 
appreciated. Then return to El Chaltén. Lunch 
at leisure. In the afternoon, departure to El 
Calafate by regular bus line, the largest city 
in the area located by the side of the 
Argentino Lake. Arrival and accommodation 
at hotel. Dinner.

DAY 07 EL CALAFATE
Breakfast. Departure from the hotel to Puerto 
Banderas to board the catamaran to navigate 
the Northern Arm of the Argentino Lake 
among icebergs until reaching the western 
front of the Upsala Glacier. After a 2-hour 
navigation along the Cristina arm of the lake, 
the boat will arrive at Estancia Cristina. The 
second part of the excursion is done on 4WD 
vehicles that run across rivers and woods and 
an immense variety of landscapes, to reach the 
Upsala Glacier, the entrance gate to the 
Southern Patagonian Icefield. The way 
upwards finishes some 600 metres before the 
Upsala Refuge. Follow a short 10-minute 
upward trail along a rocky path up to the 

Upsala Glacier lookout, from where you will 
have an amazing view of the main glacier and 
its tributary glaciers: Bertacchi, Murallón and 
Cono (the adventure lovers will have the 
chance to do the same trail on horseback 
upon request of reservation, since there is 
limited availability.) Also enjoy a great 
Patagonian lamb barbecue, visit the Main 
House to get in touch with the history of the 
intrepid pioneers that settled in this 
uninhabited land. Return to the hotel. 
Dinner.

DAY 08  EL CALAFATE
Breakfast. Departure from the hotel at 9 AM 
to Perito Moreno Glacier (195 m2 / 75 sq. 
mile), located inside Los Glaciares National 
Park. It is an impressive ice river with a 4 km 
(2.5 miles) front and 60 metres high, that 
descends from the continental icefield, 
provoking detachings and exploitions as it 
comes down. It was declared  World Heritage 
Site by UNESCO due to its spectacular beauty 
and strange behavior. Walk along the paths for 
an outstanding view of this imposing glacier. It 
will be possible to take a safari navigation to 
enjoy a different view of the glacier's southern 
or northern walls (optional 1 hour 
navigation). In the afternoon, return to El 
Calafate and transfer to the airport 
(departure after 7 PM is required).

NOTES
As weather depends on the geographical 
area and the meteorological systems, it 
may change every day. During summer, 
Southern Patagonia is usually sunny, with 
dry air and a minimum temperature 10ºC 
and a maximum of 30ºC, with an average 
temperature of 20ºC. Higher altitudes 
make these temperatures decrease almost 
1 degree every 100 metres, and wind 
makes people feel even colder.
Suggested equipment to be carried by the 
passenger: 2 pairs of trainers or 
comfortable trekking boots, overcoat, 
waterproof jacket, daypack for short 
hikings, sunglasses, sunblock, extra 
clothes, water bottle, hat or cap.

This tour can also be done the other way round, 
from El Calafate to Trelew.

Optional: tour to Torres Del Paine see page 
15.

Amazing Patagonia Amazing Patagonia 
Patagonia, the land that will last for ever in the dreams of all those who have been 

there. A territory where history, art and time have left their indelible prints and 
where the ice rambles and the purest air in the planet can be breathed. Stretching 
almost to the end of the world, Patagonia is an area of astonishing natural beauty. 

This is one of the few places on earth where it is possible to find an incredible 
combination of rookeries, cozy Welsh towns, millenary petrified woods, 

fascinating caves decorated with rupestrian paintings, magnificent glaciers and 
millenary lenga and ñire woods. 
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DAYS

DAY 01  TRELEW / PUERTO MADRYN  
Arrival. Reception and assistance at Trelew airport. 
Transfer to Puerto Madryn. Accomodation. Dinner.

DAY 2 PUERTO MADRYN  
Breakfast. Full day Valdes Peninsula with Lunch at Faro 
Punta Delgada. Full day in Valdes Peninsula, was 
recently declared Wor ld Heritage Site by UNESCO due 
to its geography, flora and fauna, features that turn it 
into a paradise of nature. Departure from Puerto 
Madryn towards Puerto Pirámide, going through the 
Isthmus Carlos Ameghino, a privileged place that due 
to its geography will let you see the New and San José 
gulfs simultaneously. Visit to the Visitor´s Center. You 
will continue to Puerto Pirámides. Brief tour around the 
only inhabited center of the peninsula. Here, from July 
to December, it is possible to share the unforgettable 
experience of watching the imposing Southern Right 
Whale (optional), that reach these shores to mate and 
give birth. The visit continues towards Caleta Valdés, a 
strange geologic formation parallel to the coast. This is 
a unique place not only for its geography but specially 
for its fauna: the sea elephants, creatures that weight 
around 3,000 kg and that lay on the beach and dive 
under 1,000 meters deep, are waiting for you in Punta 
Cantor Reserve, situated at the mouth of this inlet. From 
the extremes of the inlet you will enjoy the most 
imposing sights of the Argentine Sea. The tour 
continues towards the light-house of Punta Delgada. 
Lunch in this spot. During your way back to Puerto 
Madryn, you will take part in a Mediterranean 
experience to appreciate the Salinas Grande y Chica 
(Grand and Small salt pits), depressions of 35 meters 
below sea level, and you will be able to see wild 
animals such us: maras (Patagonian hare), guanacos, 
foxes and skunks. The tour guide will tell you everything 
about the history of the San José Fort and about the 
salt extraction from the salt pits.Return to Puerto 
Madryn. Accommodation.

DAY 3  PTO. MADRYN / COMODORO RIVADAVIA
Breakfast. Transfer to Comodoro Rivadavia, visiting 
Camarones Penguin Rookery at Cabo dos Bahias 
Reserve with Lunch in Camarones. Distance to travel: 
540 km. (338 miles). The Reserve is located some 30 
km (19 miles). away from the small fishing village of 
Camarones. Its impressive setting among ocher rocks 
that plunge into the turquoise sea and the fact of not 
being so heavily visited as the most famous penguin 
rookeries close to Puerto Madryn, render it an authentic 
jewel for lovers of untouched nature. You will be able to 
wander along the interpretative paths drawn among 
the nests of hundreds of Magellan penguins that 
gather in this colony every year. A tour around the 
reserve will allow you to appreciate, within less than a 
meter distance, the funny way of walking of these sea 
birds so curious that will approach you. Please 
remember that it is not permitted to shout, touch, feed 
or bother the animals as this is a natural reserve: the 
animals live freely in their habitat, that is why you must 

not leave the paths. You will not only be able to see 
penguins, but also many others species of sea birds that 
build their nests in this colony: seagulls, petrels, 
Antarctic pigeons, skuas, vapor ducks, chorlos, 
cormorants and little seagulls.  And you will most surely 
have the chance to see some typical species of the 
steep such as foxes and “guanacos”, which wander 
freely in this untouched natural area. Continue to 
Comodoro Rivadavia. Accommodation.

DAY 4 COMODORO RIVADAVIA / PTO. DESEADO 
Breakfast. Transfer to Puerto Deseado with box lunch. 
Navigation of the Deseado River estuary spotting the 
cliffs of the Royal Cormorants, and a bunch of nearby 
islands that host amazing colonies of penguins, sea 
birds, and sea lions. We will disembark at Penguin 
Island. The Natural Reserve Río Deseado is plentiful of 
biological wealth. Marine fauna is incredibly rich in the 
area. It offers the possibility of spotting 80% of the bird 
species of the Patagonian Coasts. It is the only place on 
earth where 5 different species of cormorants coexist, 
from the less distinctive Bigua (brown cormorant) to the 
blue-eyed cormorant. There are of course many other 
interesting species, such as: Magellan penguins 
(October thru April), which nestle at Quiroga Island, 
Punta del Paso Key, Birds Island, and Chaffers Island. In 
the island known as “Roca Lobo” you will find a 
migratory colony of sea lions.  Another interesting 
inhabitant of the reserve is the Commerson’s dolphin. 
Accommodation.

DAY 5  PUERTO DESEADO / JARAMILLO PETRIFIED 
WOODS / PUERTO SAN JULIAN 
Breakfast. Departure towards Puerto San Julian, visiting 
en route the Petrified Woods Natural Monument with 
box  lunch. Distance to travel: 480 km. (300 miles).
Patagonia has not always been the arid steppe it is at 
present. Ages ago the local weather was temperate 
and humid; the Andean Range did no exist, which 
allowed the humid winds of the Pacific Ocean to blow 
unchecked in the area. Under these circumstances, 
huge coniferous trees inhabited the area. Then, 
suddenly, 150 million years ago, the volcanic activity in 
the area got intensified and the woods were covered by 
volcanic ashes. Under this cover, the wood of the trees 
was petrified by the action of the minerals that replaced 
their vegetable core. Nowadays, the huge trunks remain 
spread on the plateau like blind witnesses of ancient 
ages. You will have the chance to appreciate the largest 
petrified trees in the world as some of them reach a 
length of 35 meters. Accommodation.

DAY 6  PUERTO SAN JULIAN 
Breakfast. Full day visit to Estancia La María with 
barbecue lunch. Distance to travel: 300 km (188 miles) 
on gravel road. At the Archaeological Site of Estancia 
La María the incredible geological revolutions suffered 
by Patagonia in the past are clearly unveiled. There you 
will enjoy not only the Rupestrian art but also a 
beautiful scenery with deep canyons, plateaus, rocky 

prominences created by sediment of volcanic 
explosions with colours and textures of a singular 
beauty. The geography of the place gave origin to caves 
where there are 84 sites with testimonies of primitive 
art dating from 12,600 years ago that belonged to the 
Casapedrense culture. These almost unknown drawings 
depict hands, human figures, felines and abstract 
figures in hunting scenes of red, yellow, black and white 
colours. At the Estancia you can also see the typical 
farming activities of the area and enjoy a typical 
Patagonian lamb barbecue. Accommodation.

DAY 7  PUERTO SAN JULIAN / MONTE LEON 
NATURAL RESERVE / ISLA PAVON 
Breakfast. Visit to the Natural Reserve of Monte León. 
Lunch at Hostaria Isla Pavón.176 km (110 miles) south 
from San Julian there is a spot where the Argentine sea 
leans over the Patagonian steppe. This place is Monte 
León. In this sector you can walk in the caves formed by 
the sea, which is constantly slashing against the high 
cliffs, a visual scenery that changes according to where 
the sun is playing with the sky and the salty water. 
These caves disseminated near Monte León give shelter 
to colonies of sea birds and mammals, which search for 
places like this one to mate and breed their offspring. 
There are imperial and rock cormorants, seagulls, black 
oyster catchers and biguas among other species. This is 
the first Marine National Park in Argentina and the first 
continental national park in the country with marine 
coast. Pavón Island is the place where Commander Luis 
Piedrabuena, the defender of Argentine sovereignty in 
the south lived. There is a simple museum with 
elements of the times of the sea pioneer, installed in the 
present replica of its original house. It is worth having a 
look at the rudimentary but efficient chain pump 
system used to bring the water from the river to some 
pools, thus permitting the irrigation of the place. 
Accommodation.

DAY 8  ISLA PAVON / CALAFATE 
Breakfast. Transfer to El Calafate (box lunch on board 
included). Distance to travel: 288 km (180 miles) gravel 
road. Accommodation.

DAY 9  CALAFATE  
Breakfast. Full day Upsala and Onelli navigation. 
Departure from the hotel towards Puerto Banderas, 
located 60 km (38 miles) from El Calafate, to embark 
on the catamaran which will sail through the northern 
arm of Argentino Lake to approach the front wall of the 
Upsala Glacier, crossing the amazing barrier of icebergs 
constantly floating in front of the glacier. Upsala is the 
largest glacier within 'Los Glaciares National Park' with 
a surface of 1,000 km2 . The glacier is constantly 
receding, specially during the last decade because of 
the increasing global warming. From here the 
navigation continues through Onelli Channel up to 
Onelli Bay. The only point where the expedition will 
come ashore this day for a 800-meter hike through the 
Patagonian-Andean woods towards the lagoon of the 

same name where it is possible to the Onelli, Bolado, 
and Agassiz Glaciers flowing down the surrounding 
mountain slopes towards the water surface, producing 
an infinity of icebergs floating on the waters and 
enhancing the exquisite beauty of the place. Embark 
towards Spegazzini channel to get an impressive view 
of Seco, Spegazzini and South Heim glaciers. The most 
imposing one is Spegazzini since it is the highest glacier 
in the national park and also because, so far, it does not 
seem to be receding. On the opposite mountain slope, 
Seco Glacier, on the contrary, perfectly allows to see this 
phenomenon. Near this place Puerto de las Vacas is 
located, where there is a refuge that was once used for 
the expeditions to the continental icefield.  (When 
weather conditions make impossible to disembark at 
Onelli Bay, this site will be the disembarking pier for the 
excursion). Return to Puerto Bandera and transfer to 
the hotel (arrival at about 7.30/8 PM). 
Accommodation.

DAY 10  CALAFATE  
Breakfast. Full day visit to Perito Moreno Glacier. 
Departure from the hotel towards Perito Moreno 
Glacier situated within Los Glaciares National Park, 80 
km (50 miles) from El Calafate (half way along a gravel 
route). From the very beginning this trip will provide 
pleasant surprises. Departing from El Calafate, the 
Argentino Lake will appear on the right side of the road 
with its Bahía Redonda (Round Bay) that shows an 
interesting and assorted bird species. The first half of 
the road goes through a landscape typical of the 
Patagonian steppe, whose characteristic species are the 
broom sedges (hard, thorny type of grass) and 
'calafates' (bushes belonging to the barberry family 
which is well-known for its yellow flowers and violet 
fruits), from the national park entrance onwards the 
landscape drastically changes, the flora grows richer 
with species that are typical of the Andean-Patagonian 
Forest such as: ñires, lengas and guindos. Perito Moreno 
Glacier is an imposing ice river with an area of 195 m2, 
a length of 30 Km and a front which is 5 km wide; the 
frontal walls rise between 30 and 60 meters high the 
lake level. In the central area of the glacier the ice 
reaches a depth between 250 to 350 meters. This 
frozen river descends from the Southern Patagonian 
Icefield causing, during its slow advance, ice cracks and 
thunderous bursts that turned the glacier into a marvel 
in constant movement. A show that is impressing not 
only for its beauty but also for the continuous roars that 
are heard from its innermost recesses. Because of its 
breathtaking beauty it was declared a World Heritage 
Site by Unesco.
A walk along the paths placed in front of its western 
wall will let you admire this impressive wonder of 
nature from different points of view. In due evening, 
transfer to the airport to board flight.
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CHUBUT | PUERTO MADRYN | VALDÉS PENINSULA

SANTA CRUZ| EL CALAFATE | GLACIAR PERITO MORENO
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